
I have always referred to January as the "lightbulb month."  It seems like our
little learners grow up so much while they're away for Christmas break! 
 Their lightbulbs are going off left and right as those connections are taking
hold and their learning is becoming more and more solid!  

I LOVE IT!  
At the same time, however, we do need to take the first couple of days to
explicitly review those procedures and routines that support the social and
emotional aspects of being a classroom family.  They've been without a
schedule (and a classroom full of friends to play with) for a couple of weeks,
so we need to support them as they get back into their routine and structure
before their lightbulbs can begin to fully shine.

While MOY assessments aren't required by TEA, it is definitely best practice to do
so.  Think about how much your students learn between August and December!  In
order to plan for differentiated instruction/small groups, we need that MOY data
to see where students are as their lightbulbs begin to flicker and light up.  That
way, we can map out the instructional journeys our students will take to reach the
ultimate destination of Kindergarten readiness!  
At the very least, you will learn a lot by completing MOY assessments in Letter
Knowledge, Phonological Awareness, Math, and Social & Emotional!  A good
window for MOY assessments would be January 9th - February 10th. 

MOY Assessment Time!

The Lightbulb Month



Letter Knowledge

Art & Science
Epsom Salt Crystal Painting

Math
Mitten Math Mats

Using the Mitten Math Mats, cotton balls,
and dice (with dots or numerals), play a fun
math game where children roll to see how
many "snowballs" to put in their mittens,
take away, and count what they have
altogether.  You can even tell "Snowball
Stories" to practice addition and
subtraction.  

I found this 2 ingredient fake snow recipe,
and it sounds amazing!  What I really love
are the integration ideas to make this a
true STEAM experience!  Go to Preschool
Steam to get the ingredients, objective,
great questions to ask, and how to extend
learning by challenging your students to
build a snowman!  *Make it a family
engagement activity by sending home a
DIY Snowman Kit with a baggie of "snow."
Have families take pictures with their
snowmen and send them to you! 

Make Snow
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STEAM
Mystery Mitten

Practice letter names and letter sounds by
placing plastic letter manipulatives in a
mitten.  Have a student close their eyes as
they reach in and grab a letter. Ask them to
describe the letter features they feel
(straight lines, curved lines, straight &
curved lines).  Have them guess which
letter they chose based on those features.  

Give children black construction paper, a
white crayon, and ask them to create their
own winter wonderland full of snowflakes
and snowmen. After drawing, students
paint over the entire paper with this Epsom
salt mixture. As it dries, crystals appear -
making it look like whimsical, icy
masterpiece. (I still remember doing this in

school! It was one of my favorite activities!)

This would be an amazing extension activity
after reading a book about snow!  Be sure

to ask questions and making predictions

while painting over their drawing to bring in

that science aspect!

Ask them to open their eyes
to see if they were correct
and ask what sound the letter
makes. *Extension: Ask them
to name something that
begins with that letter. 

https://preschoolsteam.com/create-fake-snow/
https://preschoolsteam.com/create-fake-snow/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15VKeEtHQlGvsLTVkG9b7yOeVMhwXG3h8/view?usp=sharing
https://www.offtheshelfblog.com/off-the-shelf/2012/01/epsom-salt-snow-scene-and-investigation.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15VKeEtHQlGvsLTVkG9b7yOeVMhwXG3h8/view?usp=sharing
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Over the snow, the world is hushed and white.
But under the snow is a secret world of squirrels and
snowshoe hares, bears and bullfrogs, and many other
animals who live through the winter, safe and warm.
Over and Under the Snow takes readers on a cross country
ski trip through the winter woods to discover the secret
world of animals living under the snow.

On a snowy night, Snowman lends a helping hand to Bird,
Rabbit, Farmer, and Traveler when they are in need. The next
day when the sun comes out and melts Snowman, Bird,
Rabbit, Farmer, and Traveler work together as a team to
rebuild Snowman.
The Giving Snowman is a book about kindness and gratitude.
Children can learn through the story that giving to others is a
virtue that connects all of us and makes our lives more
beautiful.

PRE-K BOOK NOOKPRE-K BOOK NOOK

Over and Under the Snow

The Giving Snowman

The Missing Mitten Mystery

Annie and her dog, Oscar, have had a busy day playing in the
snow. Somehow Annie's red mitten has disappeared in all the
fun. They look high and low. . . . It's not on the sledding hill, and
it's not by the snow castles. Maybe an eagle carried it off to
keep its baby's head warm. Or maybe a mouse is using it as a
sleeping bag. When the sun goes down, Annie and Oscar have
to give up their search and go inside. But when Annie looks out
the window, something red catches her eye. . . .

https://www.amazon.com/Missing-Mitten-Mystery-Steven-Kellogg/dp/0142301922/ref=sr_1_1?crid=213GHIZ3F1KEX&keywords=The+missing+mitten+mystery&qid=1670533943&s=books&sprefix=the+missing+mitten+mystery%2Cstripbooks%2C168&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Over-Under-Snow-Kate-Messner/dp/0811867846?scrlybrkr=282cac9e
https://www.amazon.com/Giving-Snowman-Childrens-Bedtime-Gratitude/dp/1737514699/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_3/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=JN2Jx&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=FFSMQ52YMHFT34B1QFHR&pd_rd_wg=G8gnE&pd_rd_r=72cebb9f-60a0-43e3-bc80-4e52b6e5987a&pd_rd_i=1737514699&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Over-Under-Snow-Kate-Messner/dp/0811867846?scrlybrkr=282cac9e
https://www.amazon.com/Over-Under-Snow-Kate-Messner/dp/0811867846?scrlybrkr=282cac9e
https://www.amazon.com/Giving-Snowman-Childrens-Bedtime-Gratitude/dp/1737514699/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_3/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=JN2Jx&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=FFSMQ52YMHFT34B1QFHR&pd_rd_wg=G8gnE&pd_rd_r=72cebb9f-60a0-43e3-bc80-4e52b6e5987a&pd_rd_i=1737514699&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Missing-Mitten-Mystery-Steven-Kellogg/dp/0142301922/ref=sr_1_1?crid=213GHIZ3F1KEX&keywords=The+missing+mitten+mystery&qid=1670533943&s=books&sprefix=the+missing+mitten+mystery%2Cstripbooks%2C168&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Missing-Mitten-Mystery-Steven-Kellogg/dp/0142301922/ref=sr_1_1?crid=213GHIZ3F1KEX&keywords=The+missing+mitten+mystery&qid=1670533943&s=books&sprefix=the+missing+mitten+mystery%2Cstripbooks%2C168&sr=1-1


When does it snow? Why is snow white? How do we know
no two snowflakes are alike? (Hint: the proof is in the
photographs, first made in the 1890s!) With full-color
photographs and the Smithsonian’s famous Wilson
Bentley snowflake photos, this new Curious About title
looks at the science behind snow, and the history of
record-setting blizzards and snowstorms—plus how
people have fun in the snow!

Ten Ways to Hear Snow

Curious About Snow

The Magic of Friendship Snow
Once you find a friend, how do you BE a good friend?
Jojo looks around and everyone seems to have friends but
her. She feels sad and lonely. Then, Jojo meets Puddles, the
snowman made with magic friendship snow. For every
child who struggles to make friends, this children's book
celebrates the special bond between friends.
Jojo will reassure children that they too can learn how to
make friends. 

One winter morning, Lina wakes up to silence. It's the
sound of snow -- the kind that looks soft and glows
bright in the winter sun. But as she walks to her
grandmother's house to help make the family recipe for
warak enab, she continues to listen.
As Lina walks past snowmen and across icy sidewalks,
she discovers ten ways to pay attention to what might
have otherwise gone unnoticed. 

PRE-K BOOK NOOKPRE-K BOOK NOOK

GREAT vocabulary like muffled, blizzard, and squinched! 

https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Friendship-Snow-Andi-Cann/dp/099802144X/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_6/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=JN2Jx&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=FFSMQ52YMHFT34B1QFHR&pd_rd_wg=G8gnE&pd_rd_r=72cebb9f-60a0-43e3-bc80-4e52b6e5987a&pd_rd_i=099802144X&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Curious-About-Snow-Smithsonian-Gina/dp/0448490188/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_5/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=szPGv&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=4M84W0PFSMBF8MR1ZT96&pd_rd_wg=TG7yx&pd_rd_r=710cc5a3-efdd-4545-b236-33a27ca147d5&pd_rd_i=0448490188&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Ways-Hear-Snow-Cathy-Camper/dp/0399186336/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_5/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=HxeSj&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=6WZ4N9P0QMK2EQX9XE3E&pd_rd_wg=BKg2i&pd_rd_r=20f28683-1fb5-4ffb-9f5e-fbc680246533&pd_rd_i=0399186336&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Ways-Hear-Snow-Cathy-Camper/dp/0399186336/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_5/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=HxeSj&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=6WZ4N9P0QMK2EQX9XE3E&pd_rd_wg=BKg2i&pd_rd_r=20f28683-1fb5-4ffb-9f5e-fbc680246533&pd_rd_i=0399186336&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Curious-About-Snow-Smithsonian-Gina/dp/0448490188/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_5/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=szPGv&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=4M84W0PFSMBF8MR1ZT96&pd_rd_wg=TG7yx&pd_rd_r=710cc5a3-efdd-4545-b236-33a27ca147d5&pd_rd_i=0448490188&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Friendship-Snow-Andi-Cann/dp/099802144X/ref=d_pd_sbs_sccl_2_6/139-4258295-5729113?pd_rd_w=JN2Jx&content-id=amzn1.sym.bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_p=bf42acb1-03cc-4a7b-a343-860b9e7fe4bf&pf_rd_r=FFSMQ52YMHFT34B1QFHR&pd_rd_wg=G8gnE&pd_rd_r=72cebb9f-60a0-43e3-bc80-4e52b6e5987a&pd_rd_i=099802144X&psc=1


After opening the activity above, save it to your Seesaw library. Use my
recorded instructions or record your own. Assign it to your students. 

TECH FOR TOTSTECH FOR TOTS
Here is an oral language activity I created to assess
students' expressive oral language skills and
vocabulary knowledge.  You can do this one-on-one or
have students work on it during centers.  

If you need help, give me a call, and I'll add you to my Seesaw class!

You can always practice
ahead of time during
Circle Time.

If you would like them to
work on it during centers,
simply record voice
instructions to include
guiding questions to get
them started.

Here's a helpful tool: Seesaw Icon
Shortcuts!  This comes in super
handy when typing up instructions
for students because the icons allow
them to "read" instructions and
discover even more independence
when completing tasks. 

https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?prompt_id=prompt.849cf071-ab9f-40d9-823f-22fce203e35b&share_token=FQaokePuQn2vZ3emoYtUNA
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?prompt_id=prompt.19e9705d-522f-4944-929d-3910ce7226fc&share_token=yUF58B87SHig_TZVwqtYag
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?prompt_id=prompt.19e9705d-522f-4944-929d-3910ce7226fc&share_token=yUF58B87SHig_TZVwqtYag
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MseoBDdd3_VXaNB8abgiI2AI8Ccap-tR/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?prompt_id=prompt.19e9705d-522f-4944-929d-3910ce7226fc&share_token=yUF58B87SHig_TZVwqtYag
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?prompt_id=prompt.19e9705d-522f-4944-929d-3910ce7226fc&share_token=yUF58B87SHig_TZVwqtYag
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?prompt_id=prompt.19e9705d-522f-4944-929d-3910ce7226fc&share_token=yUF58B87SHig_TZVwqtYag
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MseoBDdd3_VXaNB8abgiI2AI8Ccap-tR/view?usp=sharing
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Mark yourMark your
calendars NOW!calendars NOW!

  
You don't want toYou don't want to

miss the 25thmiss the 25th
ATYC in Lubbock!ATYC in Lubbock!
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https://www.esc15.net/Domain/48
https://www.esc15.net/Domain/40
https://sites.google.com/esc9.net/academyforteachersofyoungchild/home
https://sites.google.com/esc9.net/academyforteachersofyoungchild/home
https://www.esc15.net/Domain/40
https://www.esc15.net/Domain/48

